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California Nursery Growers Dispute Sudden Oak Death Theories

April 9, 2004

At the March 10th board meeting in Sacramento , CA, the California Association of Nurseries and Garden Centers which represents the top professional growers in the US, were presented with an ecological explanation of Sudden oak death.

This information centered on the well established fact that forest ecosystems worldwide are undergoing acidification which depletes soil nutrients and kills tree roots.  This process, termed “systemic acidification” is predisposing forest trees to opportunistic secondary pathogens, including Phytophthora ramorum, the presumed cause of sudden oak death.

Don Dillon, the Chairman of the Board stated, “ This information proves that the science behind Sudden Oak Death is far from complete and the researchers need to consider forest ecology issues regarding this tree decline”.  

The group also stated and agreed that this tree decline complex is a “forest problem” that is widespread throughout the US already and general forest health issues need to be addressed. 

Until the researchers begin looking at other factors like soils and roots, the jury is still out regarding the definition of what sudden oak death really is.  In fact, sudden oak death is looking more like an acid soil condition than a fungal infection.

Sudden oak death quarantines are costing nurseries in California millions of dollars in lost revenue.

For more information contact the CANGC at 800-748-6214

